
                                     
 
 
 

United Methodist Edition 

March 2010 

 

Discover Ways to Renew the ‘Spark’ of Kids’ Faith 
 

“Apathy is a sort of living oblivion,” wrote 19th-century editor Horace Greeley. A 

common refrain from many parents is that their teenagers are lackluster, or hard 
to “fire up”—especially when it comes to God and the church. Ironically, the 

apathy epidemic today just may have its roots in overactivity.  

 
“With so much going on for school and traveling teams, [kids] have no time for 

church, youth groups, and even family time,” says one youth minister in Group 
Magazine’s “State of Youth Ministry” report. “Kids are getting pulled in so many 

directions.” Other respondents said their biggest struggles are kids whose lives 

are compartmentalized and who don’t make Christ a priority for daily living.  
 

Youth ministers said they’re dying for teenagers who are engaged and 

passionate about their faith, ready and willing to commit their lives to Jesus. On 
the positive side, they said they’ve noticed a hunger among today’s teenagers 

for “deeper” things, as well as a move from “flash” to substance. 

 
So how can you fan the flames of your kids’ faith and convince them to invest in it 100 percent? First, lift up 

your teenagers in prayer often. The Holy Spirit is the one with the power to change hearts and lives. Next, 

make faith applicable to everyday life. Don’t limit talk of God to Sundays. Tie in Scripture to issues that kids 
face at home, at school, and in their activities and jobs. Make Christ a priority in your own life, and show 

kids by example what a committed Christian walk looks like. If necessary, cut back your busy schedule to 
focus more on God. Finally, harness kids’ hunger to go deeper by asking them tough questions and issuing 

spiritual challenges. Teenagers seeking a cause won’t find a better one than Christ. 

 

The United Methodist Perspective 
 

John Wesley didn’t set out to create a new 

denomination. Instead, he sought revival in the 

Anglican Church. But because of his extreme 
methods and message, he was pushed out into 

the fields to preach. This movement eventually 

grew into the United Methodist Church. Describing 
his success, Wesley said, “Catch on fire with 

enthusiasm and people will come for miles to 
watch you burn.” Not only did people watch 

Wesley burn, but many joined in his pleas for 

justice, service, and action-filled faith. 
 

If we want kids to “burn,” they need role models 

who are on fire. This can’t be completely farmed 
out to churches and other organizations, though. 

As Christian Smith notes in Soul Searching, 

parents haven’t lost their influence in shaping the 
lives of their teenagers. Parents must take 

ownership of guiding their kids’ faith journey. 

 
Shine and catch on fire with enthusiasm for God. 

Although your kids may not act like it, they want 
parents who live their faith out loud and without 

shame. Let them see you burn, and perhaps 

they’ll stand close enough to catch fire, too. 
 
—Hank Hilliard, Young People’s Ministries, hhilliard@GBOD.org 

 

 
 

Check out these interesting statistics about how 
brightly people’s fires are burning for God: 

 

• Sixty percent of Christian 
teenagers lose interest in 

church activities and organized 

religion, despite their previous 
participation. 

(Barna Group) 
 

• Researcher George Barna uses 

the term “casual Christians” to 
describe the two-of-out-three 

adults who are spiritually 

middle-of-the-road or even 
ambivalent about their faith. 

 

• On the positive side, in a survey of almost 30,000 
Christian teenagers from last summer, the majority 

of kids were passionate about their faith. Seventy-
seven percent of Christian teenagers disagreed with 

this statement: “I’ve met a lot of people who seem 

more interesting to me than Jesus does.” 
(Group Magazine) 



 

Great 

Questions   
to Ask Your Kids  
 
Attack indifference by 

using these discussion 
starters with your 

teenagers: 
 

1. What things or people are 

you most excited about right 
now? Do God and your faith 

excite you? Why or why not? 

 
2. Which of your beliefs are 

you the most and the least 

passionate about, and why? 
What inspires you to stand up 

for something or someone? 
 

3. In what ways is living a 

Christian life an adventure? 
What “equipment” is needed 

to embark on this trip? 

 
4. What would you say to a 

friend who had lost his or her 

“spark” for God? 

 

 
 
PRAY THAT: 

 

1. Your teenagers will be touched by God’s love and become passionate 
about him—and passionate about living for him. 

 

2. God will open a window for you to penetrate through any apathy that 
your teenagers experience. 

 

3. Your teenagers will feel like their faith in God has been set on fire. 
 

4. God will use you as an example to show that following Christ is the 
most worthwhile pursuit a young person can undertake. 

 

Verse of the Month  
“Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and 

settled on each of [the believers]. And everyone present was 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:3-4) 
 

On Pentecost, known as the church’s birthday, the early Christians were 
literally set aflame for God. Thanks to the Holy Spirit’s power and 

presence, more than 3,000 people were added to the church that day. 

The same Holy Spirit can work miracles in hearts and lives even now.  

 

Going Deeper  
 

Want to help your teenagers “blaze with passion” for God? Read this insightful essay by youth 
minister Mike Kupferer, posted on SimplyYouthMinistry.com. 

 
After cleaning up debris in my yard for three days, I had two large piles of brush to 

burn. The first pile ignited after I added an outside source (dry paper), and the fire 

never went out. I had to keep watch over the flames to keep them controlled, but I 
never had to relight it. No matter what I threw on top of the fire, it just kept burning. 

I couldn’t extinguish it. Finally, it grew smaller and smaller once I ran out of items to 

burn. Even once I thought it was dying, all I had to do was add something flammable 
and it would immediately catch on fire.  

 

The second pile was a little more frustrating. I added dry paper and sticks to get it 
going. It would catch on fire for a minute, and then the flame would go out. I kept 

adding more and more pieces of paper, sticks, and anything else I thought would 

catch on fire. Each time it burned for only a little bit. I had to constantly watch it if I 
wanted it to keep burning, because if I walked away for long, it would go out.  

 
Then I remembered this principle: I know God is the One who ultimately molds and shapes young people, 

but the reality is that we have a responsibility to encourage and challenge them, too. And because of that, 

you cannot handle two fires the same way.  
 

Some kids need a constant flow of outside resources to help their fires for God to burn. Without outside help, 

they will quickly become apathetic toward God. Then there are the kids who consume whatever is given to 
them and burn more intensely for God. When you challenge and stretch them, they aren’t overwhelmed—

they excel. One thing is true about both types of kids, though. Without something in their lives to help them 

burn, they’ll lose their passion for God. Care enough to not give up. Fuel the fire, and never stop. 



 

Youth Group Schedule and Upcoming Events!!!  
 * Unless otherwise noted, Youth Group will begin at 6:30 p.m. and conclude by 8:30 p.m.  
 
- March 7:  Laser Quest in Montrose for Jr. and Sr. High Outing!  (Parents: Interested in 
driving/chaperoning? Let Sarah know, we will need you!)  

- We will be leaving a little earlier to ensure we get enough “playtime”, please be sure to 
have your youth to the church, with a parent consent form and $10 for admission, at 6 p.m.   We 
will return by 8:30.   

- Youth are welcome and encouraged to bring friends (Please note: friends will also 
need to have a completed Parent Consent Form and $10)  

 
- March 14: St. Patrick’s Day Youth Group Evening!!  The Senior High will be finishing up their study of 
2 Timothy and the Junior High will be look at the role of St. Patrick within the church.   
 
- March 21: Normal Youth Group at HUMC for junior and senior high.  
 
- March 28: The Stations of the Cross.  A worship experience, the junior high and senior high will look 
at the 12 “Stations of the Cross” before Christ’s death.  The stations refer to the depiction of the final 
hours of Jesus.   

 
 

Radically active disciples!!! 
 

The next RAD event for fifth and sixth graders will be Sunday, March 7th!  We will be going bowling at 
Sto-Kent Lanes in Stow!  Parents, if you are interested in being a driver/chaperone, let us know!  We will 

carpool from the church at 6:30 p.m. and arrive back about 8:30 p.m. 
 RAD’ers are encouraged and welcome to bring a friend!  Please send your youth with a completed 

Parent Consent Form and $10 for admission.  Bowling is $3.50 per game and $2.00 for shoe rental.  We 
hope to see you there!  Let Sarah know if you have any questions!  

 
 

Confirmation! Confirmation! Confirmation! Confirmation!     
The confirmation class has had some great classes during the month of February!  To name a few 

of the topics of our classes: the Ten Commandments, what it means to be a “United Methodist 
and the Wesley family, Lent, Grace, Holy Communion and Gifts of the Spirit!  There is much more 

to cover, our March classes will be: March 9th, 16th and 23rd from 5-7 p.m.  There will be NO 
CONFIRMATION on March 30th, as that is Holy Week.   



 
 

Other important youth ministry events/activities and 
opportunities!!! 

 
 

 
April 4, 2010: Easter Sunrise Service:  
 - The HUMC youth are responsible for providing the Easter Sunrise Service!  This year, Easter is 
on April 4th and our Sunrise Service will be at 7 a.m.  The youth will participate in the various parts of the 
service and present a skit about the Resurrection.  If your youth is interested in a particular role in the 
worship service, please let Sarah know as soon as possible.   
 

Appalachia service project auction!!! 
 

The ASP Auction this year will take place on Friday April 9th from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Hudson UMC 
C.A.C.  If you or your youth are planning on participating in the ASP Mission Trip this year, we would 

greatly appreciate your help during this event.  We will need volunteers to set-up, tear-down, help in the 
kitchen, monitor the auction tables, etc… If you are participating in the mission, please plan on assisting 

during the auction as our church is radically generous; our missions committee donates the proceeds 
towards our ASP expenses.   

 
Please Note: The Appalachia Service Project has assigned Hudson UMC as July 18-25 as its work week.  If you 
are interested in going, please let Sarah know as soon as possible!  Friends and relatives of church members are 

more than welcome.   
 

30 hour famine – ApriL 23-24, 2010:                
 - The 30 hour famine is an opportunity for youth to fight against world hunger.  It is a 30 hour lock-in; 

the youth will learn about world hunger and poverty, be given the opportunity to fast in order to raise money for 

World Vision (the organization that works to relieve world hunger) and participate in a service project on 

Saturday during the day.  The entire youth group will “break its fast” on Saturday at 6 p.m.  

 

- On Friday, April 23rd, the Youth Group will gather at Hudson UMC to learn: where hunger strikes, how 

many people it affects and also how to combat it.  The night will be spent playing games and engaging in 

activities that teach our youth how to learn, confront and work to change poverty.  During the day on Saturday, 

April 24th, we will participate in a community service project to provide contributions to local shelters.  As we 

“break our fast” together on Saturday, we will have a new sense of gratitude for what we have and desire to help 

others.   
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Hello, April!   

  
 
 
 


